
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a 
great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we 

gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing 
bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 
 
PRELUDE    O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 arr. Kenneth Lowenberg (b. 1939) 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In 
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us 
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in 
God’s love. Amen. 

 
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 9, 2026 at 10:00am 

 
Saint Luke Lutheran Church and School 

9100 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 774–What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 

 
 

 
 
 



3 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW 651–Oh, Praise the Gracious Pow’r 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your 
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING  1 Kings 19:9-18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—
Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand 

Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 
 

At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the 
word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I 
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain 
before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that 
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not 
in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said 
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall 
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, 
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever 
escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of 
Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not 
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALTER   Psalm 85:8-13 

 
 

8  I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 
 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 

9  Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land.  
 

10  Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11  Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

12  The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 

13  Righteousness shall go before the Lord 
 and shall prepare for God a pathway.  

 
SECOND READING  Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose 
content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian 

proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who 
will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim), because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart, leading 
to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. The scripture says, 
“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew 
and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For “everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in whom 
they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim 
him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

* 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 172 – Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 14:22-33 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, 
Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

 

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 

Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the 
boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early 
in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered 
him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So 
Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he 
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of 
little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
SERMON Bishop Graham 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 756– Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
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APOSTLE’S CREED  
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made,  
let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, 
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 

 
All may share a sign of Peace. 
Please be seated. 
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THE MEAL 
 
OFFERING 

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us or place it in the offering plate, 
or use this QR code with your device to securely give your Offering. 

 
You may also mail your checks to: 

Saint Luke Lutheran Church  
9100 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC Adam Graham, Piano 
  
 
The offering is received and is presented at the altar.  
Please stand. 
 
 
THE OFFERING HYMN ELW 486– God Extends an Invitation 

 
 

 

http://saintlukegive.us/
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

Let us pray. 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
SANCTUS ELW Setting Ten 
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Blessed are you, Lord of all creation. We thank and praise you for the redemption you have 

prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish 

in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to receive our Redeemer who comes to us in this 

Holy Supper.  

Amen.  

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Please pray in your own preferred language. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Padre Nuestro, que estas en los cielos, 
santificado sea tu nombre, 
venga a nosostros tu reino, 

hagase tu voluntad, 
asi en la tierra como en el cielo. 

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; 
perdona nuestras ofensas, 

como nosotros perdonamos 
a los que nos ofenden; 

y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, 
mas libranos del mal. 

Porque tuyo es el reino, 
el poder, y la gloria, 

por los siglos de los siglos. Amen.

 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 
 
 



12 

COMMUNION 
 

All are invited to the Lord’s table, a table of grace and mercy. There are stations at the foot of the chancel steps. 
Please stretch out your hand, palm up, to receive the host, the body of Christ.   

(Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask your server) 
 

Then receive in the individual cup the blood of Christ. You may deposit your cup in the basket near the side 
wall. Those who wish to receive a blessing instead of the Lord’s supper are also encouraged to come forward. Those 

who wish to receive the sacrament in the pew, please inform an usher. All are welcome to the Lord’s table. 
 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. / The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

The communicant may say: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGNUS DEI  Setting Ten 
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 785– When Peace like a River 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, 
and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 

 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW 542–O Living Bread from Heaven 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

THE SENDING 

BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN ELW 632–O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 

 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE    ST. ANNE
 Heinrich Fleischer (1912–2006) 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES PROJECT 

Deadline Next Sunday 

The School Supplies Project concludes next week. 

Like last year, we are collecting funds that will be turned into gift cards for families to purchase 

school supplies. (Kindly do not donate actual school supplies) Pastor Miller and Suleyma 

Alfaro, will be distributing the gift cards to families in need of assistance in our La Sagrada 

Familia Community. 

In order for families to be able to purchase in time, deadline for all funds is Sunday, August 

16. Please go to www.saintlukegive.us and click School Supplies Project. Also, you may send 

checks. Please make the check out to Saint Luke and note it is for the School Supplies Project. 

Thank you. This is always such an important outreach. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDING MINISTER 
Bishop Richard Graham 
Bishop Emeritus, ELCA Metro DC Synod 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER 
The Rev. Richard Zawistoski 
Confirmation Pastor 
 
 

COMMUNION SERVER 
Gerson Vasquez 
IT Ministry 
 
 
 

READER 
                                                        Greg Sanders 

 
CRUCIFER 

                                                     Jacob Bolleddu 
 

MUSICIANS 
Adam Scott Graham 

Director of Music 
 

Barbara Sanders 
Carillon Guild 

http://www.saintlukegive.us/
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 
 
 

Homecoming Sunday 
September 13 

Observing Holy Cross Day 
Final Sunday of the Summer Schedule 

Worship, Installation of Council, Delicious Food and Fun 
 
 

Regular Sunday Schedule Begins 
September 20 

Sunday Morning Worship 8:45 and 11:15 (English) 
Faith Formation for all ages 10:00 a.m. 

Worship in Spanish First and Third Sundays 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

Festival of St. Luke 
God’s Work our Hands 

October 18 
Guest Preacher: Bishop Philip Hirsch 

Metro DC Synod 
 
 

Reformation Sunday 
A Celebration of Grace 

October 25 
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TODAY’S MUSIC 

 
 
 

 

ELW 774–What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine  
Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929 
Music: Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924  
Tune: SHOWALTER 
 
ELW 651–Oh, Praise the Gracious Power 
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945-2022 
Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936 
Tune: CHRISTPRAISE RAY 
 
ELW 172–Halle, Halle, Hallelujah  
Music: Music: Caribbean traditional;  
arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954 
 
ELW 756– Eternal Father, Strong to Save  
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt. 
Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876  
Tune: MELITA 
 

ELW 486– God Extends an Invitation  
Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard 
M. Cartford, b. 1923 
Music: Miria T. Kolling 
Tune: NUESTRO PADRE NOS INVITA 
 
ELW 785– When Peace like a River  
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 
Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876  
Tune: VILLE DU HAVRE 
 
ELW 542–O Living Bread from Heaven Text: 
Johann Rist, 1607–1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 
1827–1878, alt. 
Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876  
Tune: AURELIA 
 
ELW 632– O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 
Music: William Croft, 1678-1727 
Tune: ST. ANNE 
 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, administered by Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 3174-W. 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, Year A 2025-2026, copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 4182-C. 

OneLicense.net streaming license A-701360 
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT LUKE 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, August 09 XI Pentecost 

8:30 A.M. Tech Rehearsal 
10:00 A.M. Worship 
11:00 A.M. The Gathering 
 

Monday, August 10 
7:00 P.M. Cub Scout Pack 249 
 
Tuesday, August 11 
10:00 A.M. Mary/Martha Circle (Online) 
5:00 P.M. Piano Lessons 
 
Wednesday, August 12 
7:00 A.M. Faith Connections (Online) 

Thursday, August 13 

7:30 P.M. AA 
7:30 P.M. Centering Prayer (Online) 
 

Friday, August 14 
6:00 P.M. AA 
 
Saturday, August 15 
9:30 A.M. AA 
9:30 A.M. Quilters 
11:00 A.M. Al-Anon 
8:30 P.M. AA 
 
Sunday, August 16 Observing Mary, 
Mother of Our Lord 
8:30 A.M. Tech Rehearsal 
10:00 A.M. Worship (English) 
11:00 A.M. The Gathering 
1:00 P.M. Worship (Spanish) 
2:00 P.M. The Gathering 


