SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 5, 2026 at 10:00am

Saint Luke Lutheran Church and School

9100 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD
www.saintluke.us | 301-588-4363

The mystery of God's ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The prophet describes an everlasting realm that
contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility, and freedom. Jesus associates with those excluded from the
religions community. Like Panl, we struggle with selfish desires; we lament flawed systems; and we seek God’s mercy and

Jforgiveness. We gather around word, water, and meal by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Here we

PRELUDE

WELCOMING

[find rest for our souls and hope for life in beloved community.

THE GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

Prelude on SLANE

Panl Fey (b. 1998)

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest.” In the name of God, Father, "+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in

God’s love. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 893 — Before You, Lord, We Bow
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1 Be - fore you, Lord, we bow, our God who reigns a - bove and
2 May ev-'ry moun-tain height, each vale and for - est green, shine
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rules the world be - low with bound-less pow’r and love. Our thanks we
forth in  wis-dom’s light, and its rich fruits be seen! May ev - 'ry
lieve, o - bey, re - joice, and wor-ship God a - lone. Cast down your
all its rend - ing tombs send forth a  glo - rious band, a count-less
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bring in joy and praise, our hearts we raise, to you we  sing!
tongue be tuned to praise and join to raise a grate - ful  song.
pride, your sin de-plore, and bow  be - fore the Cru - ci - fied
throng, with joy to sing to heav'n’s high king sal - va - tion’s song!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW Setting 10
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; rte - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you,

and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.



THE WORD

FIRST READING Z.echariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inangurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God's
covenant with Israel, the people are designated as ‘prisoners of hope.”

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes
to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of
a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and
the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall
be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the
blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to
your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALTER Psalm 145:8-14
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The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Lotd, you are good to all,

and your compassion is over all your works.

10 All your works shall praise you, O Lotd,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
I They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,

that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
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B Your kingdom is an evetlasting kingdom;

your dominion endures throughout all ages.

You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
* The Lotd upholds all those who fall

and lifts up those who are bowed down.



SECOND READING

Romans 7:15-252a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong.
Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I
who do it but sin that dwells within me. For I know that the good does not dwell within me,
that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I
do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not
want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that,
when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my
inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched person that I am! Who will
rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

ELW Setting Ten

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus chides people who find fanlt with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist.
He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to recezve what God has to offer.

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ““To what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you
did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” “For John came neither eating nor drinking,
and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look,
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by
her deeds.” Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had
been done because they did not repent. “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For
if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable
tfor Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No,
you will be brought down to Hades. “For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in
Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses
to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Miller



HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 742 — What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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ev - Ty-thing to God in prayer!
to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;
Can we find a friend so faith - ful
Do your friends de-spise, for - sake you?

oh, what need-less pain we bear—
who will all our sor-rows share?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
-~ - & e

» o o > » » o

==

Jieopp e p o [ e
D|'P\Iqll — p—
Gy IS EESSEE

all

be - cause we
Je - sus knows our
In his arms he’ll take and shield you;

do not
ev -1y

car - Ty
weak - ness— take

ev - ty-thing to God in prayer!
to the Lord in prayer.

you will find a

it

-

so -lace there.

- o F

.

o)

e

]
Iy
|

.-

P

.
-
I

SEE=.
I N

eer "

4




APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit,
let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.

After each portion of the prayers:

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken
and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

All may share a sign of Peace.

Please be seated.



OFFERING

We invite you to give your offering online at saintlukegive.us or place it in the offering plate,

THE MEAL

or use this QR code with your device to securely give your Offering.

You may also mail your checks to:

Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road

Silver Spring, MD 20910

OFFERTORY MUSIC

The offering is received and is presented at the altar.

Sarah Aderholdt, Cello

Please stand.
OFFERING HYMN ELW 184 — Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence,

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
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http://saintlukegive.us/

OFFERING PRAYER
Please stand as yon are able.

Let us pray.

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Indeed it is right to give thanks and praise, for in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Please pray in your own preferred language.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Padre Nuestro, que estas en los cielos,
santificado sea tu nombre,
venga a nosostros tu reino,

hagase tu voluntad,

asi en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia;
perdona nuestras ofensas,

como nosotros perdonamos

a los que nos ofenden;

y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion,
mas libranos del mal.

Porque tuyo es el reino,

el poder, y la gloria,

por los siglos de los siglos. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

All are invited to the Lord’s table, a table of grace and mercy. There are stations at the foot of the chancel steps.

Please stretch out your hand, palm up, to receive the host, the body of Christ.

(Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask your server)

Then receive in the individnal cup the blood of Christ. You may deposit your cup in the basket near the side
wall. Those who wish to receive a blessing instead of the Lord's supper are also enconraged to come forward. Those
who wish to receive the sacrament in the pew, please inform an usher. All are welcome to the 1.ord’s table.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:

The body of Christ, given for you. / The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may say: Amen.

AGNUS DE1 Setting Ten
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 790 — Day by Day
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in glo-ry [ be-hold your face.

help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till
will reach at last the prom-ised land.

with your pres-ence here to guide me, |

PosST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Please stand as you are able.

The body and blood of our Lotrd Jesus Christ strengthen you,

and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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PosT COMMUNION CANTICLE

ELW 207-Thankful Hearts & Voices Raise
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love
treely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

THE SENDING

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God,
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 887 — This Is My Song
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2 My coun - try’s skies are  blu-er than the o - cean,
3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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and sun - light beams on clo - ver-leaf and pine.
your king - dom come; on earth your will be done.
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So  hear my song, 0O God of all the na-tions,
So hear my prayer, O God of all the na-tions;
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of  peace for  their land and for mine.
my - self 1 give you; let your will be done.
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Finlandia
Jean Sibelius (1865 — 1957)



WORSHIP LEADERS

PRESIDING MINISTERS READER
The Rev. Connie A. Miller Rob Ahlberg
Senior Pastor
CRUCIFER
The Rev. Jim McDonald Venith Bolleddu
Saint Luke Member
MUSICIANS
ASSISTING MINISTER Adam Scott Graham
Deacon Kyle Warfield Director of Music
Director of Discipleship and High School Ministries Ralph Watkins
Carillon Guild
COMMUNION SERVER
Gerson Vasquez Sarah Aderholdt, Cello
IT Ministry Offering Music

THE FLOWERS ABOUT THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God by Carol Jacobson and
Ed Fenstermacher in honor of Melissa Groen for her work with Vacation Bible School and with
children in our community.

MIGHT YOU LIKE TO SERVE as a reader of the Scripture lessons on Sunday? If so, please
email stluke@saintluke.us or let Pastor Miller know. Thank you for considering this ministry.

NEW CRUCIFERS ARE BEING TRAINED. Might you like to serve? Again, just email
stluke@saintluke.us Thank you.

MIGHT YOU BE available on some Sundays to serve as an usher and greeter? A gathering is
being planned. If you might be able to serve please see Scott McKay, Usher Coordinator, or email
him at smkav(@saintluke.us

HAVE YOU PICKED UP the Summer issue of Sharing? Many receie this digitally but if you
would like a paper copy they are available in the lobby area on the credenzas.

ALSO, THE MOST RECENT COPIES OF Christ in our Home, devotional booklets, are available
on the credenzas. They are also available in large print.
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SUNDAY

Sunday, July 12

Hymn favorites and surprises!
Ice Cream Social
Apple Pie, Root Beer Floats,

Watermelon and more!

Let’s Have a
Mid-Summer Celebration!
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Jan Hus, martyr, died 1415 — Monday, July 6, 2026
Hus was a Bohemian (present-day Czech Republic) priest who spoke against abuses in the church, and was seen by
Martin Luther as his predecessor in the reforming movement. He was found guilty of heresy by a council of the
church, and burned at the stake.

Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte Cassino, died around 540 — Saturday, July 11, 2026
Benedict is known as the father of the Western monastic movement. Educated in Rome, he went to live as a hermit,
and eventually gathered a community of monks around him. He wrote a rule for living in monasteries that is used by
Benedictines and adapted by others.

TODAY’S MUSIC
ELW 893 — Before You, Lord, We Bow ELW 207 — Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779-1843, alt. Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: John Darwall, 1731-1789 Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Tune: DARWALL'S 148TH Text and Music: ©1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress
ELW 742 — What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW 887 — This Is My Song
Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts.1-2; Georgia
Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 Harkness, 1891-1974, st.3
Tune: CONVERSE Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957

Tune: FINLANDIA

ELW 790 — Day by Day

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903;
tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005

Music: Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882

Tune: BLOTT EN DAG

/

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, administered by Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 3174-W.
Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, Year A 2025-2026, copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 4182-C.
OneLicense.net streaming license A-701360
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT LUKE

SUNDAY, July 5—Pentecost 6
8:30am  Tech Rehearsal
10:00am Worship (Hybrid)
11:00am The Gathering

MONDAY, July 6
9:00am  CDS Summer Camp

TUESDAY, July 7

9:00am  CDS Summer Camp
1:30pm  Program Staff Meeting
5:00pm Piano Lessons

WEDNESDAY, July 8
7:00am  Faith Connections (Zoom)
9:00am  CDS Summer Camp

THURSDAY, July 9
9:00am  CDS Summer Camp
7:30pm  Centering Prayer (Zoom)

FRIDAY, July 10
9:00am  CDS Summer Camp
6:00pm AA

SATURDAY, July 11
8:30am  Men’s Group
9:30am  AA
8:30pm AA

SUNDAY, July 12— Pentecost 7
8:30am  Tech Rehearsal

10:00am Worship (Hybrid)
11:00am The Gathering

1:00pm Worship (Spanish)
2:00pm The Gathering




