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THE THREE-HOUR DEVOTIONS 
 
For many centuries the three-hour devotions, beginning at noon and concluding at the time of the 
death of our Lord, have become a time set apart. Let your mind and imagination soar. Imagine the 
road to the cross and our Lord’s unconditional love for all of creation. It was for each of us that our 
Lord suffered and died.  
 
We give thanks today for our preachers who share with us this holy word: 
 
Bishop Richard Graham, is Bishop Emeritus of the Metropolitan Washington DC Synod of the 
ELCA. Prior to his election he served Hope Lutheran Church, College Park, MD. Until recently, 
Bishop served as Pastor-In-Residence at Saint Luke. 
 
The Rev. Dr. George Lobien, is a retired Lutheran pastor, author, biblical scholar, and noted 
preacher. He has served congregations in Maryland, Missouri, and Wisconsin.  Dr. Lobien is also 
past president of The Writing Academy, an association of Christian writers who live in various parts 
of the United States.  Dr. Lobien now resides in Williamsburg, VA.  
 
The Rev. Dr. Dean McDonald, is a retired Presbyterian pastor, having served several 
congregations.  She is a Marriage and Family Therapist, and former program director and worship 
leader at the Washington National Cathedral. She also has taught pastoral care at Wesley and San 
Francisco Theological Seminaries.  
 
The Rev. Dr. James McDonald, is a retired Presbyterian pastor, former executive with Bread for 
the World and past PCUSA seminary president, San Francisco Theological Seminary. Both he and 
his spouse, Pastor Dean McDonald, are associate members of Saint Luke. 
 
The Rev. Gary Nuss served as pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Galion, OH, until his retirement 
in 2013. He is now Support Pastor at Saint Luke. Pastor Nuss also had a career in the Secret Service 
before he began his seminary education. 
 
 The Rev. Elizabeth Platz continues to serve as Teaching Pastor at Saint Luke.  Prior to that she 
served as Lutheran Chaplain at the University of Maryland, College Park.  Pastor is the first woman 
to be ordained in the Lutheran Church in North America. 
 
The Rev. Connie A. Miller serves as Senior Pastor at Saint Luke. A native of the Washington, DC 
area, she has served the Church in Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois, serving roles of 
congregation pastor, campus minister, and Assistant to the Bishop.  
 
The congregation at Saint Luke includes a multi-faceted ministry, including a Christian Day School, 
a Conference and Retreat Center, Hallowood, and an outreach to the Latino community, La Sagrada 
Familia. 
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SILENT PROCESSION 

 
WELCOME 

 
INVOCATION AND COLLECT FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Let us pray,  
Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to himself. Grant that 
we who have been born out of his wounded side may at all times find mercy in him, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN ELW 345 – Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–1681; tr. August Crull, 1846–1923, alt. 
Music: Melchior Vulpius, 1570–1615 
Tune: JESU KREUZ, LEIDEN UND PEIN 
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FIRST WORD Father, Forgive Them  Saint Luke 23:23-34a 

But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their 
voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released 
the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and 
he handed Jesus over as they wished. As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of 
Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him 
carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people followed him, and among them were 
women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do this when the wood is green, 
what will happen when it is dry?" Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be 
put to death with him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." 

 
HYMN ELW 592 – Just As I Am 

 

 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
Tune: WOODWORTH 
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MEDITATION Father, Forgive Them  Pastor Miller 

 
HYMN LBW 112 – Jesus, In Thy Dying Woes 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836-1896  
Music: Koralpsalmboken, Stockholm, 1697 
Tune: ACK, VAD ÄR DOCK LIVET HÄR 

 
PRAYER 

In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 
SECOND WORD Today You Will Be With Me In Paradise  Saint Luke 23: 34b-43 

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they 
cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 
him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If 
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is 
the King of the Jews." One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, 
"Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

 
 
 
 

1.  Je   -  sus,   in     thy     dy  -  ing   woes,         e  -  ven  while   thy     life - blood  flows,  
2.  Sav -  ior,  for    our     par - don    sue        when  our   sins    thy    pangs    re   -  new, 
3.  Oh,   may  we,  who    mer -  cy    need,        be     like  thee     in     heart   and     deed, 

    crav   -   ing     par  -  don     for    thy   foes: 
     for        we    know   not     what   we   do:          hear    us,     ho  -  ly         Je  -   sus.   
    when    with  wrong   our     spir  - its  bleed. 
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HYMN ELW 349 – Ah, Holy Jesus 

 
 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844–1930, alt. 
Music: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Tune: HERZLIEBSTER JESU 

 
MEDITATION Today You Will Be With Me In Paradise Bishop Graham 

 
HYMN LBW 112 – Jesus, In Thy Dying Woes 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

4.  Je - sus,    pi  -  ty   -  ing  the  sighs         of    the   theif, who  near  thee   dies,  
5.  May we    in    our    guilt and shame      still   thy   love  and    mer - cy   claim, 
6.  May our hearts to     thee  in - cline,       look- ing  from  our   cross  to   thine.  

    prom - is  -  ing     him     par - a  - dise: 
    call  -  ing   hum  -  bly     on   thy name;        hear  us,     ho -  ly        Je  -   sus.   
    Cheer our  souls   with    hope di - vine: 
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PRAYER 

In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 
THIRD WORD Woman, Behold Your Son…Behold Your Mother Saint John 19: 25-27 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he 
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." Then he said to 
the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. 

 
HYMN LBW 110 – At The Cross Her Station Keeping 

 
 

Text: 13th cent.; tr. composite, alt. 
Music: Gesangbuch, Mainz, 1661 
Tune: STABAT MATER 
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MEDITATION Woman, Behold Your Son . . . Behold Your Mother Pastor James McDonald 

 
HYMN LBW 112 – Jesus, In Thy Dying Woes 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
PRAYER 

In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 
 
 
FOURTH WORD My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me Saint Mark 15:33-36 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three 
o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
"Listen, he is calling for Elijah." And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  Je - sus,    lov - ing     to   the   end         her whose heart thy    sor - rows  rend, 
8.  May we    in     thy    sor-rows share,      for    thy   sake   all      per  - il      dare, 
9.  May we    all    thy   loved ones be,         all    one     ho -  ly      fam  - i    -  ly,      

   and      thy    dear -  est     hu - man friend: 
   and       en  -  joy     thy     ten - der  care:       hear  us,     ho -  ly        Je  -   sus.   
   lov   -   ing     for     the    love   of   thee: 
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HYMN ELW 769 – If You But Trust in God To Guide You 

 
Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite 
Music: Georg Neumark 
Tune: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 
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MEDITATION My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me? Pastor Dean McDonald 

 
PRAYER  

In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 
FIFTH WORD I Thirst! Saint John 19:28-29 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), 
“I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine 
on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 

 
HYMN ELW 337 – Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Music: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824 
Tune: MARTYRDOM 

 
MEDITATION I Thirst! Pastor Nuss 
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HYMN LBW 112 – Jesus, In Thy Dying Woes 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER  

In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 

SIXTH WORD It Is Finished Saint John 19:30 
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit. 

 
 
 
HYMN ELW 351 – O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
 

 

 
 

 

13.  Je  -  sus,   in    thy   thirst and  pain      while thy wounds thy   life - blood drain 
14. Thirst for   us     in     mer - cy    still:         all   thy     ho  -  ly    work  ful  -  fill; 
15. May   we  thirst thy    love   to  know;      lead   us      in     our   sin    and   woe 

  thirst  -  ing  more   our    love    to  gain: 
    sa    -    tis  -  fy      thy     lov - ing  will:       hear  us,     ho -  ly        Je  -   sus.   
 where     the    heal -  ing     wa - ters flow: 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite 
Music: German melody, c. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564–1612;  
           arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750 
Tune: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGE 

 
 

MEDITATION It Is Finished  Pastor Lobien 

 
 
 
 
HYMN LBW 112 – Jesus, In Thy Dying Woes 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
PRAYER  

In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 
 

16.  Je  -  sus,   all   our     ran-som  paid,         all   thy     Fa - ther’s will    o  - beyed; 
17. Save   us     in   our   soul’s dis - tress;        be   our   help   to   cheer  and    bless, 
18. Bright-en   all   our  heav’n-ward way       with  an      ev  -  er     ho  - lier     ray 

    by       thy    suff’ - rings  per - fect made: 
  while     we   grow     in      ho -   li -  ness:       hear  us,     ho -  ly        Je  -   sus.   
    till       we    pass      to     per - fect  day: 
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SEVENTH WORD Father, Into Your Hands I Commend My Spirit Saint Luke 23:44-49 
 Saint Matthew 27:51-54 

 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then 
Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having 
said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God 
and said, "Certainly this man was innocent." And when all the crowds who had gathered there 
for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all 
his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a 
distance, watching these things. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, 
and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they 
came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the 
centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were terrified and said, "Truly this man was God's Son!"   

 
HYMN ELW 353 – Were You There 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Text: African American spiritual / Music: African American spiritual            
Tune: WERE YOU THERE 
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MEDITATION Father, Into Your Hands I Commend My Spirit  Pastor Platz  
 
 
HYMN LBW 112 – Jesus, In Thy Dying Woes 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
BIDDING PRAYER  
 

We observe silence before each prayer. 
 

At the conclusion: 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Please pray in your own preferred language. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Padre Nuestro, que estas en los cielos, 
santificado sea tu nombre, 
venga a nosostros tu reino, 

hagase tu voluntad, 
asi en la tierra como en el cielo. 

Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; 
perdona nuestras ofensas, 

como nosotros perdonamos 
a los que nos ofenden; 

y no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, 
mas libranos del mal. 

Porque tuyo es el reino, 
el poder, y la gloria, 

por los siglos de los siglos. Amen.

 
 

19.     Je  -  sus,   all   thy      la  - bor  vast,         all    thy   woe   and  con - flict   past; 
20. When  the death shades round us low’r,      guard  us  from   the temp- ter’s pow’r 
21.   May    thy   life  and   death sup- ply          grace  to    live   and  grace   to     die, 

   yield  -  ing     up    thy     soul   at    last: 
   keep      us      in    that      tri  - al    hour:       hear  us,     ho -  ly        Je  -   sus.   
   grace     to    reach  the    home on   high: 
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PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 
 

The following dialogue is said three times, the assembly echoing the leader. 
 
Behold the lifegiving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the whole world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.  
 

 
 

 
  
SILENT PROCESSION 
 
 
 
 
 
SILENT PRAYER 

 

All depart in silence. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The bulletin cover is of the Crucifixion Window in the Saint Luke sanctuary.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, administered by Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 3174-W. 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, Year A 2025-2026, copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 4182-C. 

OneLicense.net streaming license A-701360 
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GOOD FRIDAY 

7:00 p.m.  Service of Tenebrae (Shadows) 

The Seven Last Words of Christ 
Théodore Dubois 

Choir, Orchestra, Word, Prayers  

 

Darkness comes, but yet, one glimpse of light remains 

 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

8:45 a.m. FESTIVAL WORSHIP (ENGLISH) 

10:00 a.m.  EASTER RECEPTION 

11:15 a.m. FESTIVAL WORSHIP (ENGLISH) 

12:15 p.m.  EASTER RECEPTION 

1:00 p.m.  FESTIVAL WORSHIP (SPANISH) 

2:00 p.m.  EASTER RECEPTION 
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During this season of hope, thank you for 

your gifts for the mission and ministry of the Resurrected One. 

Please scan the QR code for giving or go to 

                                                                                        www.saintlukegive.us 
  

 

 

 

Cover: Crucifixion window at Saint Luke  
  

 

For more information about Saint Luke programs and 

worship opportunities, scan the QR code or visit       

www.saintluke.us 
  
 
 

 

http://www.saintlukegive.us/
mailto:www.saintluke.us

